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OIN CIRCUL 


Won: t. 
The Growing Scarcity of Cer- 
tain Varieties of Ameri- 


can Coin. 
Since coin collectingin America has taken 


such a decided start, complete sets of the national | 


series are much more difficult to form, The in- 
creasing number of collectors of all ages requiring 
those of scarce date necessarily causes exorbitant 
prices to be put upon those coins, some of which, 
a few years ago, were considered of little more 
than their intrinsic value, and the growing de- 
mand for certain varieties makes coin collecting 
of particular interest. 

Of the large copper cents there are still mil- 
lions in circulation, although the Philadelphia 


mintis redeeming and melting them by the thous- | 


ands, weekly. This is what we may term good 
riddance to bad rubbish, as twenty-five per cent 
of them are in a sadly mutilated condition, and 
unfit for circulation in acivilized country. From 
year to year there is certainly a perceptible de- 
crease in their number circulating through the 
country. 

When the small cents made their appearance 
in 1857 they were universally adopted, and “loose 
change” could then be carried with more conve- 
nience, and it was with little feeling of regret 
that we saw the consequential exit of the large 
coppers. It seems strange why such bulky coins 
for so extensive a circulation should have been 
introduced. 

Many of thescarce varieties of our silver coin 
have undoubtedly made their exit through the 
jewelers melting pot, many have lost their faciai 
character by extensive circulation, and many, in 
payment for foreign merchandise, have been sent 
abroad,—never perhaps to return to be valued by 
American collectors. This usage of American 
silver is going on every day and tends to lessen, 
in a small way, the number of scarce coins. 
Referring to an article in Harper’s Magazine of 
fifteen years ago, we find a table of United States 
enrrent coins with their relative grades of scarcity 
at that time, expressed by numbers from 1 to 7,6 
representing the highest degree of rarity. al- 
though the author claims to have had considera- 
ble experience in the collecting of coins, he has 
made several errors, and among them we would 
mention the half dime of 1802 marked 4, 1823 and 

1827 quarter-dollars, and 1796 half cent, each 
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No; 1. 
marked 5. Now we know that these pieces are 
and always were ofthe very highest order of rar- 
ity. 
show us now the changes in the values of Amer- 
ican coins within the last fifteen years. 


Weight, 0.181 oz—Fineness, -900. 


. 

We illustrate this month the new twenty cent 
silver coin. As to putting it into general circu- 
lation, there has been no decision as yet. A few 
specimens have been struck but it is impossible 


| to obtain one. 


The John Brown Medal. 


Through the efforts of Victor Hugo and 
a number of other French citizens a gold 
medal has been struck to commemorate 


the martyrdom of John Brown; to whose 
widow it has recently been presented, Its weight 
is nearly five ounces and was designed by M. J. 
Wurder of Brussels. A bronze copy was present- 
ed to the late Wm. Lloyd Garrison. One side of 
the Medal bears an excellent likeness of John 
Brown, and the reverse bears the inscription; 


“To the memory of John Brown, judicially 
murdered at Charlestown, in Virginia, on the 
2d of December, 1859; and in commemoration 
also of his sons and comrades, who, with him, 
became the victims of their devotion to the cause 
of negro emancipation.” 


A Hint—The Syracuse STANDARD justly re- 
marks: “PEOPLE who send us ‘communications’ 
for publication ARE ‘requested’ not to ‘quote’ 
and UNDERSCORE so MucH. THIS is aBour the 
WAY a good deal of ‘matter’ would LOOK if we 
printed it as it is ‘WRITTEN.’” 

All our New York thieves appear suddenly 
to have developed a fancy for numismatics, Lu- 
ther Bryant’s collection was stolen, and now a 
visiting Boston coin-dealer has suffered the same 
way. It may be only a coin-cidence, but it looks 
funny. —_N. Y. Com. Ad. Jan. 29. 


re Ve ) Vee _ —Y 


- 








But barring these errors the table serves to’ 
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INTRODUCTION, 





Subscription per Year, 


I would respectfully introduce my- | 


self through the medium of this little 


sheet to those interested in the study of | 


coins and medals—and to numisma- | 
tisits generaily—not ina business way 
alone, nor asacollector, but as one w ho | 
takes a pleasurable interest in‘the sci- 


ence for iis own merits, and asa helper | 


to promote its influence. 


THE CoINn CIRCULAR will beissued 
as amonthly periodical and | shall en- 
deavor to make it interesting to coin- 
collectors, as well as to adapt it to their 
wants in business favor to myself, by 
inserting items of particular import to 
themselves, which can be gathered from 
month to month, as auctions, newly is- 
sued coins, numismatic advertisements 
etc., and J trust they will co-operate 
with me in promoting itin the cause it 
embarked, tor without their assistance 
we must necessarily fail. 


The resumption of specie payment | 
will undoubtedly bring many new col- | 


lectors in the field in this county, and 
we trust many ot the old collectors who 
have long ago abandoned the occupa- 
tion of coin collecting will again come 
forward with renewed interest and help 
fo make more popular this branch of 
science, which we beleive will then take 


anew standing, and the names of its | 
patrons will be swelled to twice their | 


-tormer numbers. 
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For the benifit of collectors we 
publish a list of reliable Coin Dealers: 
BALTIMORE, John K. Brady, 112 
Franklin Street. 
BALTIMORE, John P. DesForges, 
3 Saint Paul Street. 
BALTIMORE, R. Read, Cor. Eutaw 
and Saratoga Streets. 
Boston, Henry Ahlbom, Cambridge 
Bridge. 
Boston, Henry Cook, 191 Washing- 
ton Street. 
Boston, C. W. tallstrom, P.O. Box 
693. 
Brooklyn, Edward Cogan, 408 State 
Street. aN, 





CIRCULAR.. 


Walnut 


CRS R. Downing, 
Street. 

CINCINNATI, R. W. Mercer, 148 
Main Street. 

NEw York, Geo. B. Mason. 113 


Pearl Street. 

|. PHILADELPHIA, John W. Kline, 212 

South Eight Street. 
PHILADELPHIA, John W. 

| 1225 Chesnut Street. 
TITUSVILLE, PA., 

ham. 


Haseltine, 


Geo. A. Dilling- 





| —-o 
_A Branch United States Mint Wanted 
in Chicago. 
| CuHIcaAGo, Jan, 29.—A large and 
| enthusiastic meeting of leading bankers 
and business men was held at the Palm- 
er House last evening, to take steps and 
consider measures to secure the estab- 
Mint 
Ex-Governor Bross. presided, 


lishment of a branch United States 
here. 
and ina short speech presented the sub- 
jectto the meeting. Among the speak- 
ers were Adam Smith, Sol. A. Smith, 
John C. Dore, and L. J. Gage, of this 
and Dr. Fowler of Springfield, 
Illinois. was unani- 


city, 
The following 
mously adopted: 

WHEREAS, The subject of estab- 
lishing a branch United States Mint in 
the West is now engaging the attention 
of Congress, ti\erefore be it. 
RESOLVED, First—That itis the sense 
of this meeting that in view of the pros- 
pective restoration of our National fi- 
nances toa specie basis, the need of 
facilities for coining the precious met- 
als in the West is apparent and imper- 
ative. 

Srconp—That we do urge it upon 
our Senators and Representatives at 
Washington to energetically press to 
its adoption the bill now before the 
Senate for the location of a branch 
United States Mint in Chicago. 

A resolution was also adopted to 
appoint a Committee of three to proceed 
to Washington and personally urge the 
passage of the bill, and William Bross, 
| of the ‘Tribune,’ Charles L. Wilson, of 
the ‘Evening Journal’ and Adam Smith. 
banker, were appointed such Commit- 
tee.—N. Y. Com. Ap. i 
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THE COIN CIRCULAR. 
Sample copies will be sent to any 


address on receipt of stamp. 


Advertisements of three or four lines | 


will be inserted for 25 cents for each 
insertion. 
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AT THE request of collectors, with 
whom I am acquainted, or of whom I 
have good recommendation from re- 
sponsible parties, I will send them coins 
on approval by express at their expense, 
and should any be rejected, I will pay 
the return express charges. 

As [cannot give a standard price- 
list of coins and medals, I shall take the 
plan of publishing in each number a 
price-list which of course will be altered 
each month, as my stock is continuall y 
changing. 





CATALOGUE OF COINS AND} 


MEDALS FOR SALE BY GEO. 
A. DILLINGHAM, TITUS- 
VILLE, PA. 

Cabinet Sets of Foreign Coins. 

Set No. 1. contains 50 varieties, of 
the nineteenth century, including Great 
Britain, British American Provinces, 
Sweden and Norway, German States, 
Austria, France, China, etc., 

[Price $1.00 

Set No. 2, contains 25 varieties, in- 

cluding Brazil, New Foundland, Dan- 
ish America, Ionian Islands, Liberia, 

[etc., Price $1.00 

Set No.3. contains 50 varieties, in- 

cluding Uruguay, Chili, Spain, Portu- 

gal, Tuscany, Turkey, Rusia, Isle of 

{Man, etc., Price $1.50 

Set No. 4. contains 100 varieties, 

including Spain, (Sixteenth Century) 

Italy, Papal States, Switzerland, Den- 

mark, Great Britain, (Eighteenth Cen- 

tury) British Guiana, Venezuela, 

[etc., Price $2.50 

Set No. 5. contains 150 varieties, 

_ including Buenos Ayres, French Col- 

onial, Belgium, Holland, Dutch India, 

British India, States of Jersey, Sardina, 

[Sicily, etc., Price $3.50 


Set No. 6. contains 100 varieties, 
‘including many fine specimens and 
| embracing nearly all the nationalities 

[of the world. Price $5.co 
Nota Constellatio Penny..25and .50 





Virginia Half Penny, fair,...... 35 
Vermont, (common varieties) 
f2sito 550 
New Jersey, do ORMO 2s 
Connecticut, do Oxetoy E25 
do 1785, Baby Head,.... 1.00 
Franklin or Fugio, 2h tony i Zs 
North American taken fair,.... .50 
Georgeius Triumphs, 1783, good, 1.75 
Talbot, A. & L., 1794, good,....  .50 
Washington taken, 1783, 
“ (varieties) 50 to 1.00 
| Washington taken, 1783, restrike 1.00 


Ships, Colonies & Commerce, 
(Am. Flag, fair,  .25 


(1795 Dollar, extra good,........ 2.¢0 

11797 do six stars facing, 

[pierced, 2.00 
1798 Dollar, extra good,........ 1.50 

11799 do SEN OAB Ca & 1.50 
1795 Halt Dollar fair,......... 1.00 


1839 do Head of Liberty, 
[Cracked die, good, .75 


(1796 Quarter Dollar, good,.... 2.75 
| 1818 do peirced;... 40 
| 1832 do Fai. hee 
1797 Dime, POOtr sere 2.00 
| 1798 do dOs: eons 2.00 
|1805 do extracood,:. sa: 2.25 
1809 do falpe ee rcs 1.75 
1837. do Liberty seated, fine, «50 
1844 do PANE 3.32% Shes .50 
1846 do dO jrs taste rere -70 
1856 do do large date, 50 
1794 Half Dime, poor,........ -7O 
1795 do do _ extra good,.... 1.25 
E700. GOW POGIe 2 O0dye cae cies: 3.00 
1800 do do extra good,..... 1.25 
TBO do) | dO poor er mie 75 
rey Maire Copeman (OY ata (ON AU Rae Aas 20 


846) \do' (dO SOGR Toei. cta: s By i 
1864, ’65, °67, 68 and ’69 Half 

(Dimes, good, each _.35 

1871 Five Cent Nickel,....10to 15 

| 1855 Three do Silver, good,.... _.30 





THE COIN CIRCULAR. 


Price. ADVERTISE MENTS. 
1873 ‘Three Cent Silver, proof,.. $ 1.25 
Toyaesdo. sda. Nickel, do: .° {to Hdward Cogan, 
1870 Two do Uncirculated... .10/ |’ Dealer in 


p7ieee) 40 )--.- e5and_.15/ American & Foreign Coins. 


1872 do AOWUPLOOE viele 8 ec 35 fe 
1873 1,2,3and 5 cent pieces, proof, 1.50 WILL PURCHASE 
Any Coins on Commission, at 


ReO4 Went igaod,. 6 sec. as sje c= 10.00 
ore, GovWneirculated, | 6.05.4. 1.00 PRIVATE AND 
1817 do Fifteen stars. good,.... — .60 AUCTION SALES. 
1820 do Uncirculated, 1.coand_ 1.50 408° State St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1851 do LO spite Awl fra 50 oa 
i853 do ra RSA a ee .50 John W. Kline, 
1855 do LOR be Vata IES ie 75 Dealer in 
PR GO UBIO E es ce can <. .35 Coins, Medals, Postage Stamps, Min- 
1856 do Nickel, pierced,...... 1.75  erals, Bird’s Eggs and Nests, En- 
1856 do do eroohistsii. « 2.75 gravings, Postage Stamp and 
1857 do Copper, large and Monogram Albums, 
: e [Small ea “35 and .20 INDIAN RELICS, ANTIQUES AND - 
Sents 1862 to 1574 Inclusive, TAT EE 7 Veer 
[| Uncirculated, each, .10 ARTICLES OF VERTU, 
1855 Cent Nickel, Flying No. 212 South Highth St., Phil’a. 
|Eagle pattern,.... 1,00) 
ooo) aA IN to Xe) 01 8 007 Ne a a 2.50 | 
A Td = OOi (SAO. HGOOG eG 0.4.6.5, ost, « 2.5C JOHN W. HASELTIN ES 
1828 do doTwelvestars, good, .20|}. . PAS Sout : 
a7 oe) Go" “right: cs. so | Goins, Paper Money, Minerals, 
Henry I1i Penny, 1216 to 1272,.. .75| Shalls, Postage Stamps, Au- 
do _V Groat 2413 to 1422,... 1.75,  tozraphs and all kinds of 
do Be, oat 1485 0 4509, ‘“ GURICSITIES 
Charles I 40 Mark, Scotch, | N 12 Chen i = 
[1625 to 1649,.... 1.00] NO- 225 Chestnut Street, 
Charles II Half Crown, fair,... 1.00 | PHILADELPHIA. 
dodo Farthing, sood).:.... ~.20.| saree : 
James I] ‘Three pence, ex. good, 40 | 
Anne Four Pence, fair,......... ‘30 HENRY COOK, 
George IT Silver Penny, good,.. —.30 | DEALER IN 


do. Lil edo CN TTR ab ie)» 35 0'| 
Mexico 8,2and ¥% Reals,...... 1.60 ( 1( ) 
Canada 50, 25, 20, 10, and 5 | INS 
[Cent pieces;)... 41.30 AND 
City of Frankfort Two - + ~ 
[Thaler piece, 1861.....+. 1.50| M #H 1) re L S 
Medal, Washigton ,com. res. Saae ; z 9 
[W.M, 29,.... 1.00| No. 191 Washington St., Boston. 
Medal, Washington, com. res. 4 = a 
[ Bronze, 26. 2.25 NX) = ab 
Medal, Wesley, 1806, W.M.,32, 73, Gardner & Stowell, 
«« — Castorland, 1796, 


[Copper, 20s Yt 3200 
Medal, Masonic Temple, NEAT JOB 


Medal, Independence Tal,” “* gag i RR i N oe iD R S 5 


EGY 2) Be liAW:. AVIi 2, ee 
Medal, relate ee 4h 5] N. W. Cor. Fourth Ave. & Market St. 


: {Gallery, W. M., 2¥,..... 50 PITTSBURGH. 
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